The move to community care and the impact of long-term disability on health service provision: some implications for library services.
This paper describes the epidemiological and demographic trends underpinning the current shift to primary health care heralded by the Community Care Act. It suggests that the health service is increasingly treating people suffering from long-term disability. Hospitals no longer provide an appropriate setting for the management of long-term disability as hospital-based practitioners cannot integrate treatment modalities into the everyday life experiences of the patient. Community care introduces a social dimension to the traditional medical model of health. The paper examines the information needs generated by both the social model and the medical model of health and considers the types of information required by each model. It concludes by discussing the potential for librarians to influence health care provision via the type of information they make available to practitioners.